


When I first learned to knit, I 
found the repetitive rhythm 

meditative and knew I wanted to 
learn more about other fiber arts 
and how they might influence my 
knitting designs. In the beginning, 
spinning and weaving felt com-
plicated, but I was continuously 
reminded that the textile arts hold 
a never-ending opportunity for  
creative expression… if I just give 
myself the gift of time, seek guid-
ance, and have patience with my-
self. As I learned more, my inter-
ests expanded to dyeing yarns and 
roving, to weaving, and eventu-
ally, to spinning. I found the pro-
cesses of spinning and weaving, 
like knitting, created a feeling of 
comfort, meditation, and calm.

My recent obsessions have been 
learning about the symbolism in Navajo 

tapestry weaving, and cultural knit-
ting and weaving traditions. Through 
time and across cultures, the fiber 
story begins with caring for animals 
and cleaning and carding the fiber, 
and then progresses to spinning, 
weaving, and/or knitting. I find at 
each turn new curiosities about fi-
ber herds, fleece processing, and the 
preservation of rare sheep breeds; 

I reflect on how textiles are used to 
show rank, convey emotion, and tell 
stories; I imagine the talented hands 
of other times and places.

I’m lucky to have a craft studio 
where my textile library, collection 
of tools, and bountiful materials pro-
vide inspiration. I learned early on to 
invest in quality tools so the process 
is as lovely as the finished work. My 
favorite tools and most treasured arti- 
facts, however, take residence in my 
bedroom. Handspun, handknit hats 
from Peru, my Sidekick, 
Wolf Pup and a glass jar of 
rocks collected around 
the world, are among 
the last things I see 
each night; standing 
guard as I doze off to 
sleep after another 
day of making.

My Story:

A Curious Learning Journey 
K Y L E  K U N N E C K E

My alarm buzzes and beeps, and as I snooze my way into a new day,  
I see my Wolf Pup Loom waiting patiently. My Sidekick greets me with anticipation, 
anxious to go on a trip; knowing it fits perfectly into my luggage when we journey 

cross-country to a fiber arts retreat.
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Kyle Kunnecke is a designer, maker, teacher, author, and 
volunteer. He believes that creativity has the power to heal 

and has been involved in using fiber arts as a tool to combat 
depression and anxiety. Kyle lives in San Francisco. 

www.kylewilliam.com

The Sidekick

Below: Handspun yarn by Kyle Kunnecke.

IDAHO 

The Sheep Shed 
Nampa 
208.466.4365 
sheepshed.com

ILLINOIS 

The Fold 
Marengo 
815.568.5320 
thefoldatmc.net

INDIANA 

Spinnin’ Yarns 
Griffith 
219.805.5871 
spinninyarns.com

KANSAS

Yarn Barn 
Lawrence 
800.468.0035 
yarnbarn-ks.com

KENTUCKY 

The Woolery 
Frankfort 
800.441.9665 
woolery.com

LOUISIANA

Weavin’ Place 
Folsom 
985.796.8048 
weavinplace.com

MASSACHUSETTS

The Fiber Loft 
Harvard 
978.456.8669 
thefiberloft.com

MARYLAND 

Vulcan’s Rest Fibers 
Chesapeake City 
410.885.2890 
vulcansrest.com

MAINE 

Halcyon Yarn 
Bath 
800.341.0282 
halcyonyarn.com

Spunky Eclectic 
Lisbon 
207.353.9665 
spunkyeclectic.com

MICHIGAN 

Gate House Fiber Arts 
Howell 
810.923.1136 
gatehousespinning.com

ALASKA 

Far North Fibers 
Anchorage 
907.279.0332 
farnorthfibers.com

ARIZONA

Fiber Creek 
Prescott 
928.717.1774 
fibercreek.com

CALIFORNIA 

Meridian Jacobs 
Vacaville 
707.688.3493 
meridianjacobs.com

Purlescence Yarns 
Sunnyvale 
408.735.9276 
purlescenceyarns.com

San Francisco Fiber 
Oakland 
510.893.2015 
sanfranciscofiber.com

Village Spinning and 
Weaving
Solvang 
888.686.1192 
villagespinweave.com

COLORADO 

Double K Diamond Llamas 
Wellington 
970.568.3747 
kkdllamas.com

The Recycled Lamb 
Golden 
303.234.9337 
recycledlamb.com

Serendipity Yarn & Gifts 
Buena Vista 
719.395.3110 
serendipityyarn.com

Shuttles, Spindles & Skeins 
Boulder 
303.494.1071 
shuttlesspindlesandskeins.com

CONNECTICUT 

Working Hands For       
Fiber Arts
Easton 
203.261.7865 

FLORIDA 

Elza M Studios 
Starke 
904.964.6673 
elzamstudios.com

River’s Edge Fiber Arts 
Grand Ledge 
517.643.9968 
riversedgefiberarts.com

MINNESOTA 

Detta’s Spindle 
Buffalo 
763-682-4389 
dettasspindle.net

MISSOURI 

Carol Leigh’s Hillcreek
Fiber Studio 
Columbia 
800.874.9328 
hillcreekfiberstudio.com

NORTH CAROLINA 

Hippie Chix Fiber Art 
Cullowhee 
828.293.2420 
hippiechixfiber.etsy.com

Silver Thread & Golden 
Needles
Franklin 
828.349.0515 
silverthreadsyarn.com

NEW JESREY 

Woolbearers 
Mount Holly 
609.914.0003 
woolbearers.com

NEW YORK

Fabulous Yarn 
Tivoli 
917.226.5074 
fabulousyarn.com

Fiber Kingdom 
Salem 
518.854.7225 
fiberkingdom.com

OREGON 

Eugene Textile Center 
Eugene 
541.688.1565 
eugenetextilecenter.com

PENNSYLVANIA

Knitting To Know Ewe 
Penns Park 
215.598.9276 
knittingtoknowewe.com

TENNESSEE 

Smoky Mountain Spinnery 
Gatlinburg 
865.436.9080 
smokymountainspinnery.com

TEXAS 

Homestead Fiber Crafts 
Waco 
254.754.9680 
sustainlife.org

Punkin’ Doodle/                         
The Loom Room
Comfort 
830.995.5299 
theloomroom.net

Sky Loom Weavers 
Cat Spring 
979.733.8120 
skyloomweavers.com

Happy Ewe 
Jonestown 
512.608.5430 
HappyEweFibers.com

White Rock Weaving     
Center 
Dallas 
214.320.9276 
whiterockweaving.com

Yarnorama 
Paige 
512.253.0100 
yarnorama.com

WISCONSIN 

Apple Hollow Fiber Arts 
Sturgeon Bay 
888.324.8302 
applehollow.com

The Cat and Crow 
Mt. Horeb 
608.437.1771 
thecatandcrowonline.com

Mielke’s Fiber Arts 
Mauston 
608-350-0600 
mielkesfiberarts.com

WYOMING 

Cowgirl Yarn 
Laramie 
307.755.9276 
cowgirlyarn.com

CANADA
ALBERTA

Shuttleworks Ltd.
Dewinton (Calgary)
403.938.1099
shuttleworks.com 

ONTARIO

Gemini Fibres
Mt. Albert 
800.564.9665
geminifibres.com

FRANCE

Alysse Creations
Varennes en Argonne
33.3.29.80.70.33
alysse-creations.info

GERMANY 

KnitArt
Hamm
49-2381-371382
knitart.de

Nature’s Luxury
Saerbeck 
+49 2572.923.9808
naturesluxury.com 

Wiesensalat-Wolltruhe
Woerrstadt
0049-6732-9659467
wiesensalat-wolltruhe.de 

Wollinchen
Mantel 
004 99 605 3424
wollinchen.de

JAPAN

Teoriya
Kita-ku, Osaka-shi
81.6.6353.1649 
teoriya.net

NETHERLANDS

Spinner of Yarns
Lamswaarde
+31 (0)114 691958
spinnerofyarns.nl
NORWAY
Spinnvilt As
Lillehammer
+47.61.49.70.24
spinnvilt.no

SCOTLAND 

Loch Ness Spindle Ltd.
Inverness
+44 (0) 1456 450110
lochnessspindle.co.uk
SWEDEN
Limmo-Design
Vännäsby
070-2710001
limmo-design.se

SWITZERLAND

Spycher-Handwerk
Huttwil
41 62 962 11 52
spycher-handwerk.ch

UNITED KINGDOM

George Weil/Fibrecrafts
Guildford, Surrey
44.01483.565.800
georgeweil.com
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